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—_ HE Commiſion of the General Aſſembly of the 
«Church of Scotland conſidering that a wicked and 
N delperate Rebellion is raiſed and carried on in theſe 
Kingdoms, againft our only rightful and lawful Sovereign 
King, 72 515 and with an Intent to ſubvert our preſent 
py. Eftabliſhment, 


> 
* . 


eg 
N hment, by ſetting a Popiſh Pretender on 
Throne, educated. in all the Maxims of Popiſh Super- 
tion and French Tyranny : Judge it our indiſpenſible 
„ 28 A een by our Great Lord and Maſter to 

e Souls of Men, and in purſuance of the 


1 


and the Enemies of our Conſtitution at Home, have in- 
duſtriouſly and indefatigably uſed to deſtroy that glorious 
Structure, which our gracious GOD reared up at the Revo- 
lution, by King Yilliamof immortal Memory. 

| Specious Declarations are made, by the Pretender and his 
Son, of ſecuring to Britiſh Proteſtants their Religion and 
Liberties; but they are made by the Sons of a Church, 
whole known Principle and Practice is never to keep Faith 
with. Hereticks, (and ſuch ſhe reckons all Proteſtants). a 
Church which never omitted an Opportunity of deſtroying . 
all thoſe who ſeparated from her, when it was in her 
Power: She conſiders them as the Peſts of human Society, 
from whoſe Contagion ſhe thinks herſelf obliged to wy er 
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the World :=—Witneſs the Treatment of John Hufs.and 
erom of Prague, and the barbarous Maſlacres of Paris + 
and Ireland .. 5 . 3 
To ſtrengthen this pretended Security, a Promiſe is made 
zo call a free Parliament, and to act always by the Advice 
of Parliaments. =— But, can any thing be more abſurd, 
than to imagine, that he who founds his Title to govern 
upon an hereditary, and indefeafible Right ; that 'he who' 
conſiders the whole Nation as his natural Eſtate, and all the 
Members thereof as his Property, will allow himſelf to be 
reſtrained by any Limitation, or have Regard to any thing 


but ſole Will and Pleaſure ? What Authority can Laws 


have, when, notwithſtanding the moſt notorious Violatioas 
of them, this pretended Right remains entire, and not to be 
forfeited by any Conduct whatſoever ? 
By theſe Principles of indefeaſible hereditary Right and 
arbitrary Bower, France and Spain are governed. Theſe 
are the Principles the late King James purſued in his Ad-. 
miniftration ; notwithſtanding the Declaration he made, im- 
mediately upon his acceflion to the Throne, in the Englißb 


Council and Parliament; than which nothing can now be 


deviſed ſtronger: And notwithſtanding the ſolemn Engage- 


ments he then came under to govern according to Law; yet 


did he break through all theſe Engagements; on which Ac- 
counts he juſtly forfeited the Crown. 5 
Have we not Reaſon to think the Pretender would do the 
fame ; who ſays in his Declaration, That all who are em- 
loyed in the Service of the preſent Government cannot 
t be ſenſible, that no Engagements entered into with our 
only rightful Sovereign King George, whom he arrogantly ' 
Calls the Uſurper, can diſpenſe with the Allegiance they 


owe to their Natural Sovereign, as he vainly calls him 


Can we then believe His Declarations of eſtabliſh- 


elf ? | 
ing : 


* Who were both burnt at Conflance, for what the Church of 
Rome called Hergſy, though the firſt of them had the ſolemn 
Deed of the Emperor, for his ſafe Paſſage to, and Return from 
thence ; and the Council of Cinſtance, then ſitting, declares, That, 
notwithſtanding the faid ſafe Conduct, the Church had a Right 
to condemn him, and deliver him over to the Flames. | 

Where and in other Cities of France, 30,000 Innocents were 
murdered in a very ſhort Time, without Diſtinction of Age, Sex, 
or Condition; at the News of which Slaughter the Court of 
Rome triumph'd, and cauſed Medals to be ſtruck for the perpe - 


tual Memorial of it. . 
7 In which famg hundred thouſands of Proteſlanto Peri. 
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ing the Proteſtant Religion, whoſe Conſcience is ſubject to | 
a foreign Power; and who is under prior Engagements 
to his ſpiritual Sovereign,. the Pope of Rome, to deſtroy 


it? | 

Tha' the Pretender's Son would ſeem to acknowledge 
ſome Miſcarriages in former Reigns, is it not evident, that 
he treads in the Steps of the late King James, by levying 
Money in an arbitary Manner as he did, immediately 
after his Acceſſion? Has he not treated the Country as a 
conquered Nation, by enforcing his exorbitant Demands 
with the threatening of military Execution ? If ſuch Things 


are done whilſt he courts a Crown, what may we not dread, 


it he ſhould be poſſeſt of it? 


What Abuſes might not be expected from the Army he 
employs to raiſe him to the Throne? a great Part of which 


is made up out of the barbarous Corners of this Country; 
many of whom are Papiſts, under the immediate Direction 
of their Prieſts, train'd up to the Sword, by being practiſed 
in open Robbery and Violence; void of Property of their 
own; the conſtant Invaders of that of others; and who 
know no Law, but the Will of their Leaders. | 
Whilſt our moſt gracious Sovereign treated them with the 
greateſt Indulgence and Clemency ; and did every Thing 
to encourage them to honeſt Labour, and to render them 
uſeful to the Country : And whilit, as a true Father of his 


People, he yearly beſtowed a conſiderable Sum, for inſtruct- 


ing ſuch of his Subjects as live in Places where Ignorance 
and Popery prevail, in the principles of true Religion ; a 


Juſt Share of which Sum was beſtowed for their Inſtruction, 


they, as reſtleſs Diſturbers, have riſen in open Rebellion 
againſt their only lawful Sovereign and bountiful Bene- 


But, to complete our Deſtruction France and Spain, the 


avowed Enemies of our Country; not only of our Reli- 


gion, but of our Trade and Commerce, are called in 
to their Afiſtance : Who, whilſt they are preparing to in- 


vade us at home, are diſtreſſing our Trade abroad; with 


whom we are at open War, on the ſame Principles on 
which the War was waged in the Reign of Queen Aune. 


The Pretence of calling in ſuch dangerous Allies, is the 


Aſſiſtance given us by the Dutch; and ſaid to be expected 
from Danes, Heſſians and Stoiſs. Let it be conſidered, 
that theſe are Proteſtant States; that the Dutch are obliged 
to aſſiſt us, by Treaty made for their and our ſafety ; that 


fuch Aid was called in, when our Army was employed. 
: abroad 
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abroad in the common Cauſe of Liberty; and that, as this 
ſeems to be the laſt Effort to overthrow the Proteſtant 
Religion ; is it any wonder Proteſtant Powers ſhould join 
together to defend us? Our Intereſt, as to Religion; is 
the ſame with theirs 3 and the Preſervation of it depends 
ppon the Defeat of this wicked Deſign. : 

Of all Wars, a Civil War is the moſt dreadful ; in which 
Countrymen ſhed the Blood of their Countrymen, Children 
riſe up againſt their Fathers, and thoſe of the ſame Houſe 
are divided againſt each other; Laws are filent, Juſtice 
baniſhed, and Violence is unſtrained, Such is the dreadful 
War the Rebels have kindled in this Nation. 

If they ſhould be defeated, as we truſt in GOD they ſhall, 
they may be ruined ; but Scotland is in no Danger, as they 
pretend it is who are already engaged in this wicked At- 
tempt, that they may involve others in the ſame pernicious 
Scheme: But, on the contrary, our Country will be 
preſerved from Ruin. —— Few have joined them on the 
South-Side of Tay, notwithſtanding their boaſted Victory at 
Preſton :—— The moſt conſiderable Clans, in the Weſt and 
North-Country, continue faithful to their Duty, and Zea- 
Jous in defending the Government: The great Property 
of the Nation is in the Intereſt of the King and Govern- 
ment; and that of the Rebels bears but a very ind onſide- 
table Proportion to it. What then have the Well d affected 


in Scotland to fear What may they not hope; froma 


Sovereign who has been ſo mild to his Enemi-s ? 
And what can be the Effect of the Deſtruction gf Jacobi- 
_ 7iſm ; but the Security of our Religion, the Eſtabliſhment 
of our Peace, and the increaſing the Value of our Pro- 
Derty ? | ; a 
; 3 Complaints are made, of inſufferable Grievances, 
and Encroachments upon our Liberties, under the benign 
Adminiſtration of our preſent gracious Sovereign; fo redreſs 
which, is the pretended» Deſign of this wicked Rebellion. 
But how is this heavy Charge made out? Do our Enemies 
pretend to produce any one Act of lawleſs Power, ever 
done, or ſo much as attempted by his preſent Majeſty, or 
his Royal Father, through the whole Courſe of their Reigns ? 
No: but inſtead of this, they tell us of ſome Things which 
are of a doubtful and diſputable Nature; and about which 
the wiſeſt, the beſt, and the freeſt Men, have different 
Apprehenſions and Views : Things are mentioned as 
Encroachments, which were never done at all ; but barely 
propoſed ; and after being for ſome time canvaſt by the 
| Legiſlature, 
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Legiſlature, were laid aſide :=—And none of the Things 
complained of can be alledged to have been done, or the 
leaſt Attempt made to do them, any otherways than by 
 Law.—-—Law, Enacted by and with the Advice and 


Conſent of the Repreſentatives of the People, choſen by the 
Freeholders and Men of Property in the Nation. What a 
Degree of Impudence muſt it require, for any Man to com- 
pare Things of this Nature, with the many known Acts of 
mere Power and Violence (not only without Law, but in 
the Face of the plaineſt ſtanding Laws) done in former 
Reigns before the glorious Revolution ? about which it was 
then dangerous to debate, and of which it was held cri- 
minal to complain! And how juſtly might we expect the 
Repetition of ſuch Acts of Violence, under the Reign of 
one, who claims the Crown by the pretended indefeaſible 
Right of Succeflion to theſe Princes; extols the Equity and 
Clemency of their Adminiſtration ; and ſets it before him 
as the glorious Pattern of his intended Government. 

The Minds of theſe Men muſt be monſtrouſly per- 
verted, who can favour a Deſign, the natural and neceſ- 
ſary Conſequence of which muſt be, the Subverſion of _ 
what Great Britain glories in above all Nations, Reli- 
gious and Civil Liberty! Can we expect Liberty from 
arbitrary Power; ---a free Parliament from an armed 
Force ?—Juſt Laws from lawleſs Men ?——The Se- 
curity of our Property from the Invaders of Pro- 
perty ? The Protection of our Commerce from France 
and Spain? The Safety of the Proteſtant Religion from 
a Popiſh Pretender ?----and Toleration of tender Conſci- 
ences from a perſecuting Spirit! 5 

Our own Hiftory acquaints us, that there are ſome 
et alive who remember to have ſeen the beſt Blood 
of the Nation ſhed on Scaffolds, in the Cauſe of Reli- 
ion and Liberty; and great Numbers of peaceable 
Men fined, impriſoned and put to Death, for ſerving 
GOD according to their Conſciences ; ſometimes under 
Form of Law, and ſometimes without any Form of 
Law, by Soldiers who were authoriſed to do ſo ; who 
were at once Judges, Witneſſes, Jury and Execu- 
tioners. | 8 
As we deteſt the Principles of Slavery; as we ab- 
bor this flagitious Rebellion, and the baſe Methods by 
which it has been carried on; ſo we do, in the warm- 
eſt Manner, exhort all Perſons of our Communion to 


perſiſt 
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perſiſt in that Loyalty to our Sovereign King George, 
by which they have been always diſtinguiſhed ; neither 
to be allured by Promiſes, nor over-awed by Threat- 


enings, to join with 3 and deluded Men: 
And let your honeſt Zeal for our happy Conſtitution, rife 


in Proportion to the Violence with which it is attacked. 


. We put you in Mind to be ſubject to Principalities and Pow- 
ers; to obey Magiſtrates, and to be ready to every good 
Fork (a). Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher Powers : 
For there is no Power but of Ged 5; the Powers that be are 
ordained of. God : Fhoſnever therefore reſiſtetih the Power, 


reſiſteth the Ordinance of Grd ; and they that refit ſhall re- 


ceive to themſelves Damnation : For Rulers are not a Terror 


10 good Works, but to the evil (B.) Fear the Lord and the 


King, and meddle not with thoſe that are given to Change (s.) 


Submit yourſelves to every Ordnance of Man for the Lord's 
Sale; whether it be to the King as Supreme; or unto Go— 


dernors, as unto them that are ſent by him, for the 


Terror of Evil-avers, and the Praiſe of them that do well (d.) 
Cultivate the Principles of true Liberty; and teach 


them to your Children; that they may not be early en- 
ſnared by flaviſh Doctrines, which may render them 
Hurtful to Society, and involve themſelves and their dear- 
eſt Concerns in Ruin, | | 
_ The Calattiities we in this Country have felt, and the 
Judgments with which GOD has been pleaſed to viſit us, 
Jhould awaken our Conſciences; and excite us to a 
ſincere and deep Repentance, for thoſe Sins which have 
been the procuring Cauſes of them. How inſenſible 
have many been of the Excellency of that Religion we 
have long enjoyed, pure from Idolatry and Superſtition? 
With what Contempt has the everlaſting Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and this Ordinances been treated? And how little of the 
Power of Religion has been ſeen in the Lives of its 
Profeſſors ! How much have profane Swearing, and horrid 
Perjury abounded?— How much has Luxury, the Pa- 
rent of many Vices, and productive of the greateſt 
Miſeries, ſpread its malignant Influence over all Ranks? 
And how has Infidelity, Libertiniſm and Licentiouſ- 
neſs, prepared the Minds of not a few for any Form of 
Religion that is calculated for an Indulgence to Vice ? 
low much more have men been affected with tem- 
| | poral 


(e) Titus ii. 1: (z) Rom. xiii. 1, 2, 3: (e) Prov? 


xiv. 21. (a) 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. 
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poral Inconveniences, and the Loſs of their Goods, than 
with the Danger to which our holy Religion is expoſed ? 
Conſider the ineſtimable Privileges you have long poſſeſt : 
The Wonders of GOD's Providence in the Reformation 
of thoſe Nations from Popery; the Eſtabliſhment of 
that Reformed Religion, by the glorious Revolution under 
King William; and the Confirmation of it, by raiſing the 
illuſtrious Family of Hanover to the Throne of theſe King- 
doms. Let a lively Senſe of theſe valuable Bleſſings 
be continually preſerved in your Minds; that you may 
not be ſhamefully unthankful to GOD, ungrateful to your 
worthy Anceſtors, and unfaithful to your Poſterity. 
Me muſt earneſtly recommend it to all the Miniſters of 
this National Church,to endeavour, by public and private in- 
ſtruction, to fill the Minds of People of all Ranks and Ages, 
as they have Opportunity, with a juſt Abhorrence of the 
Abominations of Popery ; the Terrors of arbitrary Power 3 
and of the extreme Danger theſe Lands muſt be certainly 
expoſed to, of being over-run with Superſtition, Tyranny 
and Oppreſfion, if GOD for our Sins ſhould ever ſuffer 
the Pretender to reign over us. { Fe n 
Senſible of the Peace, and the many great Privileges wo have 
long enjoyed; and the danger to which we are now ex- 
oſed: Let us mourn over our own Sins, and the 
Wickedneſſes that are daily committed in the Lmd, which 
have drawn down theſe heavy Judgments upon us. Let 
us ſearch and try our Ways, and turn again unto the Lord ; 
that, for Jeſus Sake, he may have Compaſſion upon us 3 
pardon our Sins; prevent our Ruin, and ſtrengthen what 
he has wrought for us. | 5 
Let us, in the moſt earneſt Manner, addreſs Almighty 
GOD of infinite Mercy, thro' the Blood of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to pour down a Spirit of Grace and Supplica- 
tion, of Repentance and Reformation, upon all Ranks of 
Men :—— That he would enable us to walk worthy of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and animate us with a Temper of Mind 
ſuitable to it : That he would teach us to improve the 
preſent awful Diſpenſation of his Providence; unite us in 
the Bonds of Peace and Truth; and give us all one Heart 
and one Way, to fear him and keep his Commandments al- 
ways; that GOD may dwell with us, - and with our Po- 
Kerity after us. Let us fervently pray, that GOD may 
eminently bleſs our only rightful Sovereign King George, 


and all his Royal F amily protect his Perſon, from en the 
; Cet 
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ſecret an d open Attempts of his Enemies; eftabliſh his 


Throne, direct his Councils, and give Succeſs to his 
Arms by Sea and Land, at Home and Abroad. | 

As we pity - thoſe unreaſonable Men who have riſen up 
againſt us; ſo let us all heartily pray to GOD, that he 
would convince them of their Folly and Wickedneſs ; give 
them Repentance unto Life, and the Forgiveneſs of their 


Sins; that being reclaimed from the Error of their Way, 


the further Effuſion of Blood may be prevented: But that, 
if they ſhould ſtill perſiſt in this unnatural Rebellion, GOD 
may defeat it; and make it a Means of ſtrengthening 
our happy Conſtitution,&nd of diſcouraging for ever al! At- 
tempts of this Nature. © 0 N 5 
The above Warning ahd Exhortation having been ſundry 
Times read and fully conſidered, was this Day unanimouſſy 


approved by the Commiſſion; and they appoint the ſame 


to be forthwith printed, and Copies thereof to be ſent to 
all the Miniſters of this Church, who are hereby ap- 


| Pointed to read the ſame from their Pulpits, each of them 


the firſt Lord's Day he conveniently can, after it comes 
to his Hands; and the ſeverat Preſbyteries are to enquire: 


particularly into the Obſervation of this Act. Subſcribed by | 


WILL. WISHART Motlerater. 
RO. MACKINTOSH Cl. 


